
Lee's Summit High School Orchestras invites to you to a special night 
with Grammy Award winning violinist and composer Mark O'Connor!

Details:  Monday, Oct. 6th at 5:30pm in the Lee's Summit High School Performing Arts Center
Tickets:  $25 adult/$10 student/kids five and under are free!
Advance tickets can be purchased at:  www.showtix4u.com or call 1-866-967-8167
More information can be found at www.lshsmusic.com
Address questions to carrie.turner@leesummit.k12.mo.us
Proceeds for this concert will benefit the scholarship fund for the 2015 LSHS O'Connor Camp!


About Mr. O'Connor:
A product of America's rich aural folk tradition as well as classical music, Mark O'Connor's 
creative journey began at the feet of a pair of musical giants. The first was the folk fiddler and 
innovator who created the modern era of American fiddling, Benny Thomasson; the second, 
French jazz violinist, considered one of the greatest improvisers in the history of the violin, 
Stephane Grappelli. Along the way, between these marvelous musical extremes, Mark 
O'Connor absorbed knowledge and influence from the multitude of musical styles and genres 
he studied. Now, at age 49, he has melded and shaped these influences into a new American 
Classical music, and a vision of an entirely American school of string playing. As The Los 
Angeles Times recently noted, he has "crossed over so many boundaries, that his style is purely 
personal."
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At age 13, he was the youngest person ever to win the Grand Master Fiddler Championships 
competing against all ages, amateur and professional. Thirty-seven years later, his record still 
stands. Mr. O’Connor is still the only person to ever win national titles (open to all ages) on 
fiddle, bluegrass guitar and mandolin (Weiser, ID; Winfield, Kansas; Kerrville, TX). Mr. O’Connor 
won an unprecedented six Country Music Association Musician Of The Year Awards in a row in 
Nashville, TN. At age 17 Mr. O'Connor played guitar as a member of one of the greatest 
acoustic string bands of the 1970s, the David Grisman Quintet. At age 19 he payed violin and 
guitar alongside Steve Morse as a member of one of the greatest rock-fusion instrumental 
bands of the 1980s, The Dregs. In his twenties he was a member of one of the greatest acoustic 
bands of all time with four of the greatest players on their respective instruments, Strength in 
Numbers (with Bela Fleck, Sam Bush, Jerry Douglas and Edgar Meyer). He also assembled two 
of the greatest Country bands of all time in 1989 and 1990 - The American Music Shop house 
band and New Nashville Cats. During his twenties, Mr. O'Connor became the most in demand 
session musician of any instrument and in any genre for a 3-year period, appearing on more top 
ten hits in the country, recording over 500 albums, and recording with everyone - Dolly Parton, 
James Taylor, Paul Simon, Randy Travis, The Judds, the list is too long to print.
 
EDUCATIONAL WORK
 
Mr. O'Connor regularly conducts three-day residencies, giving lectures, demonstrations, and 
workshops at a variety of music programs around the country. Some of his recent hosts include 
The Juilliard School, Harvard University, Berklee College of Music, Cleveland Institute of Music, 
Rice University, University of Maryland, University Of Texas, Curtis Institute, Eastman School of 
Music, Tanglewood, and Aspen Summer Festival. Mr. O'Connor was Artist-in-Residence at 
UCLA for the 2008-2009 season. He currently serves as Artist-in-Residence at the University of 
Miami. Mr. O'Connor is the founder and president of the internationally recognized Mark 
O'Connor String Camp, held each summer at ETSU in Johnson City, Tennessee and at Berklee 
College of Music in Boston, Massachusetts.
 
O'CONNOR VIOLIN METHOD
 
The O'Connor Violin Method has been widely praised since its debut in fall 2009 as "an 
American grown rival to the Suzuki method" (The New Yorker). It takes an American Classical 
approach to modern violin playing, offering a technical foundation using songs from the diverse 
range of traditional American string playing. The groundbreaking method is the first violin 
method to feature all American music and has been hailed by teachers from across the country 
as filling a significant gap in classical music education. It was inspired by the thousands of 
students O'Connor has taught at his string camps and at universities and conservatories across 
the country, and by his belief that the modern classical violin student who develops a working 
knowledge of folk fiddling, jazz music and world music styles can enjoy a lifetime of music-
making, and be more successful in the new music environment.
 
 
Mr. O'Connor resides in New York City.  Learn more at:  www.markoconnor.com


